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Section A: Personal or Creative Writing

Task 1: Spend 55 minutes on your response. Mark Allocation: 88 marks

Up to 58 marks are available for an organised piece of personal or creative writing that 
matches form with purpose to engage the specified audience.

Up to 30 marks are available for the use of a range of sentence structures and 
accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Complete only one task.

Either

(a) Personal writing: Write a speech for your classmates about the most
interesting person you have ever met.

Or

(b) Creative writing: Write a creative essay for your school magazine. The
picture below is to be the basis for your writing. You may provide your
own title.

© Getty Images Plus
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You are advised to spend:

	 	 15 minutes thinking and planning your response
	 	 30 minutes writing your response
	 	 10 minutes checking your writing

Planning Space:
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EITHER

(a) Personal writing: Write a speech for your classmates about the most
interesting person you have ever met.



*16GEN4105*

*16GEN4105*

12724.11R
[Turn over



*16GEN4106*

*16GEN4106*

12724.11R

[88]



*16GEN4107*

*16GEN4107*

12724.11R
[Turn over

OR

(b) Creative writing: Write a creative essay for your school magazine. The
picture on page 2 is to be the basis for your writing. You may provide your
own title.
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Section B: Reading Literary and Non-Fiction Texts

Three tasks: 50 minutes. Mark allocation: 62 marks

Reading Literary Texts

Task 2: Spend 26 minutes reading both texts (see insert) and responding to this task. 
Mark allocation: 32 marks

Compare and contrast how the writers of Text A and Text B have created a sense 
of a threatening situation for their readers. Present supporting evidence from both 
texts.
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Reading Non-Fiction

Tasks 3 and 4 are based on two extracts from a newspaper article: 
“IS YOUR SMART SPEAKER TOO SMART?”

Task 3: Spend 12 minutes on this task. Total: 15 marks

Read the text below which is the beginning of the article. 

Explain how the writer has gained and held the interest of the reader.

IS YOUR SMART SPEAKER TOO SMART?

How many of us would allow a complete stranger to sit in our living room, listening to 
everything said by our family every second of the week? It would be shocking…yet 
most of us have done just that since the moment we excitedly plugged in our smart 
speaker, our latest bit of hi-tech kit! 

Just recently, I was struck by how I had been heartlessly replaced by this seemingly 
helpful, artificially-intelligent assistant. 

From another room I heard my child chirping, “What is the capital of Australia?” 
Considering whether it was Canberra or Sydney (I never could remember which one 
was right) my thoughts were interrupted by the assured declaration from the smart 
speaker: “The capital of Australia is Canberra.” 

I must admit, I felt my anger rise. My blood began to boil! 

That was it – it had to go! This monster wasn’t going to usurp my role as the provider 
of knowledge to my children. I resolved to begin my crusade to have it evicted from 
my home!
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Task 4: Spend 12 minutes on this task. Total: 15 marks

Read the text below which is the final section of the same article. 

Explain how the writer has developed a negative view of smart speakers and the 
companies that operate them. 

With almost 10 million people in the UK owning a smart speaker, an industry insider 
has exposed some appalling facts about what these so-called assistants are really  
up to!

“We often listen to full conversations, and we even share the ones we like the most 
with our friends on social media!” revealed the whistleblower. 

Did you know that these sneaky speakers continue recording for a short period after 
the trigger word is used? In a recent survey a staggering 80% of people questioned 
were unaware of these rogue recordings. 

Furthermore, an astonishing new research report revealed that a well-known hi-tech 
company had actively encouraged staff to eavesdrop on hundreds of customers’ 
conversations per day. And they insult our intelligence by having us believe this 
improves functionality!

Take a second to process that. Your privacy is being annihilated by a huge  
multi-national company – without your knowledge, never mind your consent! 

There is no doubt this technology enhances many elements in our lives, but at  
what cost? 
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